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| God’s Word to You

- A Summary of the Bible

In the beginning, the all-powerful, personal God created the universe. This God
created human beings in His image to live joyfully in His presence, in humble
submission to His gracious authority. But all of us have rebelled against God

and, in consequence, must suffer the punishment of our rebellion: physical death

and the wrath of God.

Thankfully, God initiated a rescue plan, which began with His choosing the
nation of Israel to display His glory in a fallen world. The Bible describes how
God acted mightily on Israel’s behalf, rescuing His people from slavery and then
giving them His holy law. But God’s people—like all of us—failed to rightly
reflect the glory of God.

Then, in the fullness of time, in the Person of Jesus Christ, God Himself came to
renew the world and to restore His people. Jesus perfectly obeyed the law given
to Israel. Though innocent, He suffered the consequences of human rebellion by
His death on a cross. But three days later, God raised Him from the dead.

Now the church of Jesus Christ has been commissioned by God to take the
news of Christ’s work to the world. Empowered by God’s Spirit, the church
calls all people everywhere to repent of sin and to trust in Christ alone for our
forgiveness. Repentance and faith restores our relationship with God and results

in a life of ongoing transformation.

The Bible promises that Jesus Christ will return to this earth as the conquering
King. Only those who live in repentant faith in Christ will escape God’s
judgment and live joyfully in God’s presence for all eternity. God’s message is
the same to all of us: repent and believe, before it is too late. Confess with your
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe with your heart that God raised Him from
the dead, and you will be saved.
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A Word from the Editor

Trevin Wax

General Editor—7he Gospel Project
AUTHOR OF MULTIPLE BOOKS, INCLUDING
This Is Our Time: Everyday Myths in

Light of the Gospel

If you've been using 7he Gospel Project
for any length of time, you know that
every session comes with a “missional
application.” This is our way of asking,
“How does this passage we are studying equip us to live on
mission for God’s kingdom?” Gospel-centeredness is tightly
tied to mission because the gospel is the story of a God with a
missionary heart, a God who loves this world He has created
and desires all to come to repentance (2 Pet. 3:9). To be
gospel-centered isn’t just about getting the gospel right; it’s
about getting the gospel out. We are to show and share the love
of God.

This volume of 7he Gospel Project focuses heavily on the
mission efforts of the early Christians. They were filled with
and empowered by the Holy Spirit to go out into the world
and make disciples. We see in these sessions a church on fire
for God and His mission. We meet apostles who grow and
learn how God’s embrace reaches across cultural dividing lines.
We see how the apostles were broken over the lostness they
saw in the world around them but also how they engaged and
confronted with boldness the world’s idolatry by showing the
power and beauty of Jesus. Our prayer is that this volume of
The Gospel Project will increase your confidence and passion in
sharing the gospel. We are sent by God to the world around us.
Let’s not miss one single moment to live on mission and bring
glory to God our Savior!
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How to Use The Gospel Project Daily Discipleship Guide

Unit 28, Session 9 Group Time
Point 1: God’s people have something better to offer the

Empowered by the Holy Spirit word (fts 247

Now Ptcr an John wer oing up o the temple for the ime of praye s three:
i the aftrmoon.

Gather with your group for Bible study and fellowship. Use the

-l . Group Time in your Daily Discipleship Guide to follow along
and participate in the session. Mark up the Scripture passages,
answer the questions, fill in the blanks, do the activities, write out
guestions and thoughts—Make this guide yours!

Point 3: God's people pursue godly living to confirm their
calling (2 Pet. 1:8-1).

# voices from
the Church

iand. Notes

toreflect thatofJesus.

the truths from God’s Word. Choose at least one of the questions
on the page to drive your response in faith, in community, and

in mission for Jesus Christ, the center of God’s Word and our
purpose in life.

2 At the conclusion of the session, use My Mission to respond to
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Daily Study

Day: Read 2 Peter 13-4

7 Voices from
Church History
w

During the week following the session, use the five Daily Study
devotions to build on the foundation laid during the “Group Time.’
These devotions will help you get into God’s Word for yourself
and take initiative in your own discipleship. Read the Scriptures,
respond to the questions, and grow in the faith.

Day4: Read2 Peterti2-15 Encourage One Another

dally basis?

Day5: Read 2 Peter 11621

Finally, Encourage One Another provides a brief guide for small
groups of 2-4 people to meet sometime during the week to reflect
on the session and to share how God is working and they are
responding. Meet up with a group once a week for fellowship,
encouragement in the faith, and mutual accountability.
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The Holy
Spirit Comes

Acts; Epistles

Memory Verse

“His divine power has given us everything required for life and
godliness through the knowledge of him who called us by his own
glory and goodness.”

—2 PETER 1:3
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Unit 28, Session

Transformed by the Holy Spirit

SESSION IN A SENTENCE: Jesus had promised to send the Holy Spirit to
the disciples, and when He arrived, the Spirit filled them and empowered
them to be Jesus’ witnesses.

BACKGROUND PASSAGE: Acts 2

Imagine a family member who is never grateful for his or her gifts. Perhaps at Christmas
each year this person lets you know it. Sometimes it’s just a shrug—“Hmm. Thanks.”
Other times it’s a direct comment—"“You should’ve gotten me such-and-such instead.”
Then, in an effort to finally win this person’s approval, you offer a sentimental gift

based on a shared experience, and the person’s first response is “I don't understand this.”
Needless to say, such a person’s ungrateful attitude would make Christmas, birthdays,
and similar occasions difficult.

Have you ever given a gift that was not appreciated? How did it make
you feel?

Date of My Bible Study:

© 2020 LifeWay Christian Resources
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Group Time

12

Point 1: The Holy Spirit indwells and fills God’s people
(Acts 2:1-4).

! When the day of Pentecost had arrived, they were all together in one place.
? Suddenly a sound like that of a violent rushing wind came from heaven, and it filled
the whole house where they were staying. * They saw tongues like flames of fire that
separated and rested on each one of them. * Then they were all filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak in different tongues, as the Spirit enabled them.

When we read Acts 2:1-4, our minds should be drawn immediately to the glorious
truth that God Himself has come to live inside of us in God the Holy Spirit. The
coming of the Spirit is a foretaste of the age to come, what theologians often call the
“already/not yet” expression of God’s kingdom. The Spirit’s dwelling inside believers
marks them as God’s temple, a preview to the world of what new creation life will

be like. Thus, we celebrate the Holy Spirit because He is God living in us, leading us
toward a new eternal city where there is no death, pain, tears, or division (Rev. 21-22).

What are some reasons we might overlook the presence and work of
the Holy Spirit in our lives?

Personality of the Holy Spirit: The Bible not only affirms the full

of the Holy Spirit but also His
Many people have mistakenly believed that the Spirit is a force or power, not a
person. However, Scripture affirms His personhood by acknowledging that He

is treated as a person, acts like a person, has of a person,

and acts in personal ways. In addition to these, the Bible also affirms that

Christians to Him personally.

So, the Holy Spirit is a gift, but is He optional? Why should we obey the Holy Spirit?

* First, we obey the Holy Spirit because He is God.
e Second, we obey the Holy Spirit because He reminds us of the gospel.

* Third, we obey the Holy Spirit because He has sealed our salvation.

Daily Discipleship Guide
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Point 2: The Holy Spirit empowers and emboldens God’s
people (Acts 2:22-24,36-40).

22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to these words: This Jesus of Nazareth was a man
attested to you by God with miracles, wonders, and signs that God did among you
through him, just as you yourselves know. > Though he was delivered up according
to God’s determined plan and foreknowledge, you used lawless people to nail him to
a cross and kill him. * God raised him up, ending the pains of death, because it was
not possible for him to be held by death.

3¢ “Therefore let all the house of Israel know with certainty that God has made
this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.”

% When they heard this, they were pierced to the heart and said to Peter and the
rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?”

38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, each of you, in the name of Jesus Christ
for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. > For
the promise is for you and for your children, and for all who are far off; as many as
the Lord our God will call.” #° With many other words he testified and strongly urged
them, saying, “Be saved from this corrupt generation!”

The gift of the Holy Spirit is the power for our Christian living and our proclamation of
the gospel. Just a few weeks prior to this event, the disciples had abandoned Jesus, and
Peter had denied he ever knew Him (Matt. 26:56,69-74). Now, with the Holy Spirit,

they were boldly proclaiming Jesus as the crucified and resurrected Messiah and Lord.

@ Why does proclaiming the gospel require boldness from the Holy Spirit?

We know we ought to listen to the Holy Spirit for direction and encouragement, but how?
Many spiritual disciplines could be discussed here, but the primary way the Holy Spirit
speaks to us is through the Scriptures, through which He reminds us of the gospel.

Bible reading is not a “fix-all” for sin and doubt, but the Bible is God’s primary means of
communication through the Holy Spirit so we resist sin and conquer doubt.

Inspiration of Scripture: The inspiration of Scripture was achieved most

often through the supernatural influence of the

through the personalities of the authors so that their writings can be

considered the very words of

Unit 28, Session1

© 2020 LifeWay Christian Resources
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Point 3: The Holy Spirit works through God’s people to
grow the church (Acts 2:41-47).

1 So those who accepted his message were baptized, and that day about three
thousand people were added to them.

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the fellowship, to the
breaking of bread, and to prayer.

% Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and signs were being
performed through the apostles. ** Now all the believers were together and held all
things in common. ** They sold their possessions and property and distributed the
proceeds to all, as any had need. * Every day they devoted themselves to meeting
together in the temple, and broke bread from house to house. They ate their food

with joyful and sincere hearts,  praising God and enjoying the favor of all the

people. Every day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

This new community of faith participated in the

epic story of Jesus in seemingly mundane

ways—a bunch of normal folks, like you and me,

praying, eating, and worshiping together. The
implications of being one body united in Christ
weren't merely ethereal and otherworldly for the
early Christians—they were visible and tangible
in the Spiritfilled church community. And the
result was the growth of the church.

How does numerical growth in the
church relate to growth in spiritual
health and vitality?

We live in a different context than did the
newly forming church in Jerusalem. But the

ﬁ Voices from
the Church

“The Christian’s life in all

its aspects—intellectual
and ethical, devotional
and relational, upsurging
in worship and outgoing in
witness—is supernatural;
only the Spirit can initiate
and sustain it. So apart from
him, not only will there be
no lively believers and no
lively congregations, there
will be no believers and no
congregations at all.”’

—J. I. Packer

key ingredients to church growth haven’t changed; our calling is the same. Like the

early church, we are ro love one another (John 13:35), sharing our lives together, and
we are to go make disciples of all nations (Matt. 28:18-20), inviting others to join us in the
faith and in our calling to live by and keep in step with the Spirit (Gal. 5:25).

Daily Discipleship Guide
|
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My Mission

Because the Holy Spirit is changing us to be more like Christ each day, we rely on the
Holy Spirit as we share the gospel, call people to repentance and faith, and live
in community.

e What is the Holy Spirit leading you to

believe, confess, or do? 'f Voices from
* How can your group/church embody Church History
the Spirit-directed characteristics of the “Eor we are not ... made
early church? righteous by the doing of
righteous deeds, unless
* Where and with whom is the Spirit we deceive ourselves; but

rather—if | may say so—
in becoming and being
gospel of Jesus Christ? righteous people we do
righteous deeds.”?

—Martin Luther (1483-1546)

leading you to share the message of the

Notes

Unit 28, Session 1 15
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Daily Study
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Day 1: Read Acts 2:1-13

As mentioned in the session, sometimes Christians argue over the role of the Holy

Spirit, particularly in elements of Christian worship such as speaking in tongues.

Interestingly, this “debate” was going on immediately after the Holy Spirit was poured

out on the first Christians. Some onlookers even accused them of being drunk!

While we cannot examine the various views of
spiritual gifts here, it is worth reflecting generally
on our attitude toward those with whom we
disagree, including our brothers and sisters in
Christ. Because none of us are perfect or infallible,
we may disagree about certain interpretations of
Scripture. However, we should all agree that when
the gift of the Holy Spirit is poured out on people,
we should rejoice at God’s work in the world.

Instead of scoffing at others, like those in the
crowd in this passage, we can rejoice any time

'f Voices from
Church History

“Light cannot be separated
from what it makes visible,
and it is impossible for you to
recognize Christ, the Image
of the invisible God, unless
the Spirit enlightens you.”?

—Basil of Caesarea
(c.330-379)

when someone is rejoicing in God for His work in his or her life. We are all prone
toward skepticism and doubt at times, but unlike the scoffers, we should stand ready to

rejoice when the Holy Spirit works in us and in the world.

In what circumstances do you tend toward skepticism when people

praise God for something?

Daily Discipleship Guide
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Day 2: Read Acts 2:14-21

In this passage, Peter somewhat hilariously rebuked the crowd for accusing the new
believers of being drunk—“It’s only 9 a.m.,” he reminded them. However, Peter’s larger
point is clear: This was not some sort of lunacy—this was the work of God.

Quoting Joel 2, Peter told the Jewish onlookers that what they were witnessing was
actually a promise that their God had made long before. If they had ears to hear, they
would know that these languages being spoken served as a sign of God’s promises.

The Jews should’'ve been the people most ready to receive this news. After all, this was
a direct prophecy from their Scriptures. But instead, some of them doubted the work
of God in the lives of these early Christians. Peter reminded them that God is always
at work, among every nation, tribe, and tongue, and this is evident if they will only
remember God’s promise through the prophet Joel.

In what ways do you see God at work around you, and how can you join
in His mission?

Day 3: Read Acts 2:22-28

Peter told the crowd here that Jesus was crucified as part of the plan of God, of course,
but that His crucifixion happened at the hands of those who rejected Him. In Scripture,
there is an apparent tension between the sovereignty of God—the fact that He is
all-powerful and in full control over history—and humanity’s responsibility for sin—
the fact that human beings genuinely choose to sin. Ultimately, God is never blamed for
sin and humankind is always responsible for the sin committed.

Peter quoted Psalm 16:8-11 as a way of wisdom: rejoice in Christ and put your hope

in Him. Jesus’ resurrection is the ultimate proof that God kept His promises to save
His people. This was directed at the Jewish scoffers, but it is applicable to all of us. We
should never join those who turn their backs on Christ by “recrucifying the Son of God
and holding him up to contempt” (Heb. 6:6). Rather, we should place our hope in His
promises, receiving the Holy Spirit and listening to His voice.

Christ can't literally be crucified twice, of course, but how do our sin and
doubt figuratively “recrucify” Him?

Unit 28, Session1

© 2020 LifeWay Christian Resources
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Day 4: Read Acts 2:29-40

This sermon by Peter was the first proclamation of the gospel after Christ’s ascension
into heaven. Peter broke it down for the crowd: Unlike David or any other biblical hero,
Christ died, was buried, resurrected, and ascended to the Father’s right hand. Whatever
or whomever you see as a hero or exalted figure, only Christ is Lord. Therefore,
allegiance to Him, submission to His authority, and the acts of repentance and baptism
are the logical conclusions.

The gift of the Holy Spirit is God’s promise to seal us for salvation and empower us to
live out the gospel. From these first-century Jewish scoffers to your next-door neighbor,
all are called to respond to this proclamation. Indeed, even Christians with the Holy
Spirit’s help are called to remember and live in light of the gospel (John 14:26).

@ How will you introduce the gospel to someone in your life?

Day 5: Read Acts 2:41-47

After all we've read in this session, the culmination of the story is God’s people
believing, embodying, and sharing the gospel. While God did a miraculous work at
Pentecost, He still saves multitudes of people every day all over the globe. We often
pray for “revival,” and rightly so, but sometimes this prayer can downplay the everyday,
seemingly mundane aspects of gospel living.

These people were living, breathing miracles—every one of them transformed by

the power of the Holy Spirit. They had received a gift and rejoiced in it daily. They
worshiped together through believing and proclaiming right doctrine, hanging out

and eating together, serving one another and their neighbors, and joyfully and humbly
walking through the day-to-day grind of life. There was nothing special about these
people other than they had been given the Holy Spirit and were willing to listen to
Him. As each of us receives the Holy Spirit through faith in Jesus, may we do the same.

What are 2-3 aspects of this description of the early church that you can
grow in?

18 Daily Discipleship Guide
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Encourage One Another

Join together with 2-4 people from your group, or with your family, sometime
during the week to reflect on the session and to share how God is working and
you are responding.

Share your thoughts and reflections on the truths from Scripture in this session:
* 'The Holy Spirit indwells and fills God’s people (Acts 2:1-4).

* The Holy Spirit empowers and emboldens God’s people
(Acts 2:22-24,36-40).

* The Holy Spirit works through God’s people to grow the church
(Acts 2:41-47).

@ How have you responded to these truths from Scripture?

When do you typically possess your greatest sense of belonging
to a community?

What should it look like to live in the community of the church in the
power of the Holy Spirit?

Notes

Unit 28, Session 1
© 2020 LifeWay Christian Resources
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