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Unit 2

Gobp ALL WIiSE

1 Kings, Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes

Memory Verse

And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from
God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption,

—1 CORINTHIANS 1:30

Writers

Greg Breazeale (sessions 7-12) is the North Campus pastor at The Austin Stone
Community Church.

Keith and Kristyn Getty (session 13) are writers of modern hymns that teach
Christian doctrine sung in globally-accessible melodies.



Session

Solomon Asks for God’s Wisdom

THEOLOGICAL THEME: God’s promise to make His people a light to the
nations began to come true during the reign of Solomon, a king whose
wisdom came from God.

What makes a great leader? We could list many things here: a prestigious education,
high intelligence, a proven track record of achievement, a charismatic personality, or
the ability to cast vision. These qualities cou/d make a great leader, but they do not
guarantee great leadership.

In Emotional Intelligence, Daniel Goleman argues that what makes a great leader is not a
high IQ or off-the-charts talent. What makes a great leader, he argues, is someone with
a high level of emotional intelligence. Emotional intelligence is the sum of five skills:
self-awareness, self-regulation, motivation, empathy, and social skill. !

Though he sometimes misses the mark in his analysis, Goleman was essentially
describing what the Bible calls wisdom. Wisdom is the ability to distinguish between
right and wrong. It’s knowing what to do when, quite frankly, we don’t know what to
do. A good leader is a wise leader. Good leaders must know how to manage themselves,
relate well to others, and discern between good and evil. They know how to navigate in
choppy waters.

Take a few minutes and discuss some of the great leaders of history.
What made them great leaders?
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As Christians, we believe that wisdom must go
beyond the world’s perspective because we believe ﬁ Voices from
wisdom comes from an all-wise God. God desires the Church

to give us wisdom as part of our relationship with “Wisdomn should not be

Him. As we pursue Him by faith, He generously equated with intellectual

giftedness or philosophical

) brilliance. Wisdom expresses

to Him. itself in the way one lives.
Human beings do not have
the capacity to acquire

gives us the wisdom we need to live a life pleasing

In this session, we examine Solomon’s prayer for wisdom on their own, for that

wisdom and the incredible blessings God granted would require ascending to

him i We will how h d heaven, and thus those who
im in response. We will see how he requeste are wise put their trust in the

God’s wisdom, how he reigned in wisdom, and words revealed by God.”?

the blessings that resulted from his wisdom. We —Tom Schreiner

will also see how desperately God’s people today
need the wisdom and insight that only comes from
walking with God.

1. The Request for Wisdom (1 Kings 3:5-15)

We begin with one of the most remarkable stories in the Old Testament. God appeared
to Solomon in a vision and said, “Ask what I shall give you” (v. 5). Many of us would
love for God to come to us and ask this question.

Imagine if God told you to ask for anything from Him. What immediately
comes to mind? What would you be most likely to request?

Solomon could have asked for all sorts of things, but he chose to request wisdom. Below,
we will look closely at two things about this prayer: Solomon’s posture in the prayer and
his purpose for the prayer.
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> At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask
what 1 shall give you.” * And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love

to your servant David my father, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you. And you have kept for him this
great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne this day. ” And
now, O LOrRD my God, you have made your servant king in place of David my father,
although I am but a little child. I do not know how to go out or come in. * And your
servant is in the midst of your people whom you have chosen, a great people, too many to
be numbered or counted for multitude. ° Give your servant therefore an understanding
mind to govern your people, that I may discern between good and evil, for who is able to
govern this your great people?”

10 It pleased the LorD that Solomon had asked this. "' And God said to him, “Because
you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your
enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, * behold,

I now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that
none like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you. *° I give you
also what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare
with you, all your days. ** And if you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my
commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your days.”

5 And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and
stood before the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and offered up burnt offerings and
peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants.

Solomon’s Posture in This Prayer
Notice how Solomon saw himself as he prayed. 'f Voices from
He admitted that he had no business being Church Hi story

the king of such a great people. In addition, .
) o We are accustomed to

he recognized that he was there only by divine admit freely that God is more

powerful than we are, but not

appointment (v. 7). God placed him there. It was el R

an act of God’s grace. Seeing himself and his To be sure, we may say that
weaknesses, Solomon felt compelled to ask for the Heis; but when it comesto a
. . . showdown, we do not want
one thing he knew he could not live without— to act on what we say.”?
GOd’S Wisdom (SCC PrOV. 3:5‘7). —Martin LUther (]483_]546)
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Seeing ourselves as we truly are should drive us to beg God for His wisdom. Recognizing
God’s grace in our lives and admitting that the task before us is impossible in our own
strength humbles us and causes us to reach out for divine wisdom. When we think too
highly of ourselves, we are in danger of walking in our own wisdom and strength.

Q In what areas of your life do you feel self-sufficient?

In what areas would you most likely lean on your own understanding
and not ask for God’s wisdom?

Solomon’s Purpose in This Prayer

Solomon asked for God’s wisdom in order to lead God’s people well. He made a
request for himself, but his intention was to use this wisdom to lead the people of
Israel with justice and equity. In other words, his motivation for wanting wisdom was
others-centered. That’s one reason why his prayer pleased the Lord.

God gives us wisdom so we can relate rightly to those around us. We need wisdom to be
godly friends, husbands, wives, parents, and bosses.

For what relationships in your life do you most need God’s wisdom right
now? Why?
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2. The Reign of Wisdom (1 Kings 3:16-28)

16 Then two prostitutes came to the
king and stood before him. ' The one
woman said, “Oh, my lord, this woman
and 1 live in the same house, and I gave
birth to a child while she was in the
house. '8 Then on the third day after
1 gave birth, this woman also gave birth.
And we were alone. There was no one else
with us in the house; only we two were
in the house. © And this woman’s son
died in the night, because she lay on him.

20 And she arose at midnight and took my
son from beside me, while your servant
slept, and laid him at her breast, and laid her dead son at my breast. > When I rose in
the morning to nurse my child, behold, he was dead. But when I looked at him closely
in the morning, behold, he was not the child that I had borne.” *> But the other woman
said, “No, the living child is mine, and the dead child is yours.” The first said, “No, the
dead child is yours, and the living child is mine.” Thus they spoke before the king.

23 Then the king said, “The one says, “This is my son that is alive, and your son is
dead’; and the other says, ‘No; but your son is dead, and my son is the living one.””
24 And the king said, “Bring me a sword.” So a sword was brought before the king.
% And the king said, “Divide the living child in two, and give half to the one and half
to the other.”*° Then the woman whose son was alive said to the king, because her heart
yearned for her son, “Ob, my lord, give her the living child, and by no means put him to
death.” But the other said, “He shall be neither mine nor yours; divide him.” % Then the
king answered and said, “Give the living child to the first woman, and by no means put
him to death; she is his mother.” ** And all Israel heard of the judgment that the king
had rendered, and they stood in awe of the king, because they perceived that the wisdom
of God was in him to do justice.

This story shows that God truly answered the prayer of Solomon. The people of

Israel saw their king reigning in wisdom and discernment in a way that could only

be attributed to God. Here we have proof that when God promised to give Solomon
wisdom, He was committed to fulfilling His promise. This is the kind of God we serve,
One who does what He says He will do.
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When have you sensed the Lord granting you wisdom as you gave advice
to someone or as you made a decision? Explain the circumstances.

I highly doubt you will be confronted with the same situation as Solomon (let’s hope
not!). But I can promise that you will face problems in which the solution is not clear.
For instance, a business deal comes your way that could change your life dramatically,
yet it requires moving your family across the country. What do you do? Or one day
your child asks you why his classmate has two mommies. What do you say? How do
you respond?

There are countless situations in which we need wisdom. Thankfully, our God is the
all-wise God. He alone has all wisdom and understanding. Let us go to Him and expect
that He will respond to us.

What keeps us from expecting God to joyfully grant us wisdom when we
ask forit?

3. The Results of Wisdom (1 Kings 4:29-34)

% And God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding beyond measure, and
breadth of mind like the sand on the seashore, > so that Solomon’s wisdom surpassed
the wisdom of all the people of the east and all the wisdom of Egypt. 7' For he was wiser
than all other men, wiser than Ethan the Ezrabite, and Heman, Calcol, and Darda,
the sons of Mahol, and his fame was in all the surrounding nations. > He also spoke
3,000 proverbs, and his songs were 1,005. 3 He spoke of trees, from the cedar that is in
Lebanon to the hyssop that grows out of the wall. He spoke also of beasts, and of birds,
and of reptiles, and of fish. >* And people of all nations came to hear the wisdom of
Solomon, and from all the kings of the earth, who had heard of his wisdom.

70 Personal Study Guide



We need wisdom more than anything—even a
pay raise! We must fight to believe this. Too often
we think that money or power or approval is what
we need the most. But Solomon’s life is evidence
that when all is said and done, it is wisdom from
God that aids us best in our time of need.

One area we especially need wisdom in is the area
of mission. God gives us wisdom so we can better
announce the gospel to the world. In other words,
wisdom is for mission!

If we are going to be salt and light in the world,
we need wisdom. We need it to rightly relate

to the non-Christians around us. We need it to
show how money and power and pleasure are not

'f‘ Voices from
Church History

“O thendo not leave, but

be continually waiting at
wisdom’s gate, and you shall
find all her ways to be ways of
pleasantness, and all her paths
are peace; then, you shall find
that it is worth waiting on the
Lord Jesus; and when you have
got his Spirit within you, all the
power of men or devils cannot
make you forsake the ways of
the Lord Jesus Christ.”4

—George Whitefield
(1714-1770)

what matter most in this life. We need it as we interact with those who are skeptical or
even hostile to Christianity. This is why Paul said, “Walk in wisdom toward outsiders,
making the best use of the time” (Col. 4:5). It was because of Solomon’s wisdom—
granted by God—that people came from everywhere to hear from him (1 Kings 4:34).

Wisdom makes us appealing and attractive to those around us. The world needs to

see God-given wisdom. They need to see Christians walking wisely when it comes to
money, parenting, and suffering. They need to see that the gospel has fully equipped us
and empowered us to live righteous and upright lives in this world (Titus 2:11-13). And
we need wisdom in order to serve, bless, and love those around us.

Q What are some ways you can celebrate God’s wisdom in your life?

How would you explain to someone that wisdom is more valuable than
wealth, power, or approval?
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Conclusion

As we unpack the story of Solomon, we see a king

who got it right in so many ways. God used him
in a tremendous way. His story shows us much
to emulate.

But more than anything, Solomon’s life stirs
within us a longing for a true king. We long

for one to rule over us in perfect wisdom and
faithfulness. Solomon points us to a perfect king,
one who would reign in wisdom and never falter
in his trust in God. He points us to Jesus Christ,
the true King who rules and reigns in infinite
wisdom. In fact, Paul said that “in [Christ]

are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and

knowledge” (Col. 2:3).

There is a King like Solomon, but even better
than Solomon. We can know this King. We can

99 Essential
Christian Doctrines

18. God Is Truthful

The Scriptures are clear that
in God there is no falsehood
(Titus 1:2; Heb. 6:18). God
represents things as they
really are. Everything He
says can be trusted because
God guarantees the truth

of everything He tells us.
The call for humans to be
honest and not to bear false
witness is rooted in the utter
truthfulness of our Creator.
Telling the truth is one way
we bear the image of God,
whose Son is “the way,

and the truth, and the life”
(John 14:6).

come under the reign and lordship of this King, and the wise person is the one who

looks to Jesus and fully submits to Him in everything. You want to see wisdom? Then

take a glance at Solomon, but set your gaze on Jesus. May we live for our true King and

announce His kingship to the world around us.

CHRIST CONNECTION: Solomon reigned with great wisdom and insight,
and he foreshadows the coming of a greater king—Jesus, in whom is
hidden “all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Col. 2:3).
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HIS MISSION, YOUR MISSION

MISSIONAL APPLICATION: God calls us to depend on Him
for wisdom from above and to live wisely before others as a

testimony to our all-wise God.

1. Write a prayer asking God for wisdom in an area of your life in a way that
reflects an others-centered mind-set, which pleases God.

2. How can our group/church hold one another accountable for displaying
“wisdom from above” and rejecting “earthly wisdom” (Jas. 3:13-18)7?

3. How would you explain to someone that Jesus is your wisdom for living, and
with whom will you share this testimony?

Session7
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