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Jesus  
the Healer

Unit 22

Memory Verses

“We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night 
is coming, when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I 
am the light of the world.”

–John 9:4-5

Gospels
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Date of My Bible Study:  ______________________________ 11

1Unit 22, Session

Unit 22, Session 1

Jesus Heals the Ten Lepers

SESSION IN A SENTENCE: Jesus healed ten lepers who called for help but 
saved one who had faith.

BACKGROUND PASSAGE: Luke 17:11-19

A few years ago, I preached a sermon on Psalm 100, which is a psalm of thanksgiving. 
This topic was perfect for the Sunday after the Thanksgiving holiday. During part of 
our small group time in the week following, we discussed the sermon, and our group 
came to a startling realization—we weren’t particularly grateful people. 

Yes, we thanked the Lord when we prayed together and often when we prayed privately. 
And yes, we had good manners. We thanked all who served us in some way, big or 
small. But there is a difference between saying, “Thank you,” and being grateful. You 
know as well as I do that sometimes a “thank you” is just the expected thing to say, like 
answering, “Fine,” to those who ask how you are doing. Saying, “Thanks,” can simply 
be the final step in a conversational ritual with little to no thought behind it. 

Why do we have conversational rituals that require little to no thought 
behind them? 
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Group Time

Point 1:  �Infirmity leads to desperate cries to Jesus for 
mercy (Luke 17:11-13). 

11 On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. 
12 And as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance 13 and 
lifted up their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” 

To be a leper was to be an outcast. Even God’s law instructed the community to 
separate themselves from the diseased (Lev. 13–14; Num. 5:2-3). But it wasn’t primarily 
the community’s responsibility to ensure this separation; it was the leper’s. As if the 
disease weren’t bad enough, self-imposed social exile was added to it. Lepers wore torn 
clothes, let their hair go, and were required to cry out, “Unclean, unclean!” They also 
had to live outside the camp or city (Lev. 13:45-46). 

What are some ways people experience separation from God and 
others because of sin? 

The lepers took advantage of their opportunity 
with Jesus. They had heard He could heal, so they 
cried out for mercy. In other words, they prayed 
for Jesus to intervene and help them. We tend to 
complicate prayer, adding certain words to make 
our requests sound important, but prayer is a 
simple thing. Every Christian’s new life begins 
and continues the same way: calling out to 
Jesus for rescue. 

 Voices from  
the Church
“�This is the kind of prayer 
that God loves to answer: 
a desperate cry for help 
offered in the name of 
his Son.” 1 

–Philip Graham Ryken
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Point 2:  �Healing leads to a grateful heart for what Jesus 
has done (Luke 17:14-16). 

14 When he saw them he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” 
And as they went they were cleansed. 15 Then one of them, when he saw that he was 
healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; 16 and he fell on his face at Jesus’ 
feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. 

As Jesus turned to the lepers in mercy, He gave a simple command. He sent them on 
a path of obedience, and on the way, they found the healing for which they longed. 
Imagine if the lepers had done nothing. If they had delayed obeying Jesus’ word 
to them, they would not have found healing. On another occasion, Jesus touched 
a leper and made him clean instantly (Luke 5:12-14), so obeying Jesus’ command 
in this instance required a prolonged trust in Him to make them clean. It required 
obeying in faith.

What are some commands in Scripture that require obedience in faith? 

Ten lepers found healing on the way to the priest, but only one turned around to 
find Jesus again. Ten lepers called out for mercy and received it, but only one thought 
to express his gratitude to his healer. Ten percent of those lepers whom Jesus healed 
returned to give thanks. How much thanks do we give to Him within our own hearts? 
Do we thank Him for even ten percent of His merciful gifts? 

How often do you express thanksgiving to God for His work in your life? 

Rarely, If Ever	           Sometimes              More Often Than Not	         Almost Always

What are some reasons you have for thanking God? 
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Point 3:  �Faith leads to a greater salvation in Christ 
(Luke 17:17-19).

17 Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? 18  Was no one 
found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” 19 And he said to him, 
“Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.” 

The one former leper to return to Jesus was a Samaritan, a “foreigner,” as Jesus called 
him. That a Samaritan was the one to return is shocking and provided Jesus with a 
meaningful opportunity to demonstrate the reason He came. Presumably, the other 
lepers were Jewish men with a lineage that enjoyed the benefits of a relationship with 
God firsthand. The Samaritan, on the other hand, was not part of the people of God. 
Yet the Samaritan was the one to express worship to God and thankfulness to Jesus. 

Why should a heightened sense of our own unworthiness lead to a 
grateful attitude and worship of God for our salvation in Jesus? 

As the Samaritan fell before Jesus to thank Him and give glory to God, he received a 
word from Jesus weightier than any healing of any disease. He found the assurance of 
eternal salvation because He came to Jesus in faith. We find the same when we come 
to Him in faith. On the cross, Jesus met our deepest need we didn’t realize we had. 
He came to save sinners from their sin, and by faith, we receive the salvation Jesus 
purchased through His death and resurrection. 

Justification by Faith: Justification refers to the moment when a person 

is objectively ________________________ righteous before God based on the 

righteousness of Christ’s atoning death. This act of declaration takes 

place through faith in ________________________ and not as a result of human 

________________________ or effort. 
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Notes

My Mission
Because we have been saved from our sin through 
Jesus, we live each day with deep gratitude and 
worship for what Jesus has done.

•	 �What will you give God glory for today? 

•	 �How can your group help others find 
community that honestly addresses sin 
without shame? 

•	 �How can your gratitude and worship to 
God for salvation by faith in Jesus help 
you share the gospel with others? 

 Voices from 
Church History
“�O leprous sinner, go to 
Christ at once; go now, tarry 
not until thou hast left the 
sanctuary! Wait not until 
the sermon is over. It is 
written, ‘To-day, if ye will 
hear his voice, harden not 
your hearts.’ ” 2 

–Charles Spurgeon 
(1834-1892)

© 2020 LifeWay Christian Resources



16 Daily Discipleship Guide

Daily Study

Day 1:  Read Luke 17:11-13

Every Christian has received the tender mercy of God (Luke 1:78), and Paul says God is 
rich in mercy (Eph. 2:4). He isn’t stingy. He doesn’t ration His mercy to save enough for 
a rainy day. No, God is pouring out His mercy on us even now. It never ends. You can 
use up all you need today and there will still be more in the morning (Lam. 3:22-23).

But what exactly is God’s mercy? God’s mercy is His forgiving care of us—springing 
from, as Paul says in Ephesians 2:4, “the great love with which he loved us.” 

God’s mercy is His never-ending love for us, the undeserving. Looking upon us in our 
sin, God chose to forgive us in His Son. His mercy brought us near. We need a love 
like that—a love that’s near. Distant love, no matter how sincere, cannot change us. All 
life-changing love must be warmingly close. The love of God is that kind of love—an 
all-encompassing, all-sufficient, all-surpassing love. And it’s ours because of His mercy. 

That’s what the lepers cried out to Jesus to receive. And He came near to give it to them.

How will God’s merciful nearness change the way you live today? 
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Day 2:  Read Luke 17:14-16

“And as they went they were cleansed.” Imagine the joy. Imagine looking down at 
ruined skin and seeing it healed. Imagine looking at the men beside you to find faces 
not disfigured but whole. Cleansed!

The lepers’ cleansing came at an interesting time: “as they went.” Going was obeying. A 
leper would go to a priest so that the priest could determine if the disease was healed or 
not. These men knew before Jesus came that they were as sick as ever. But when He told 
them to go, they went, trusting that in the going—sometime between now and then—
they would be healed. And they were. 

Trusting Jesus comes before the healing. It’s while we’re going that we realize all that 
Jesus has done under the skin. 

How does trusting Jesus for healing change your outlook today?

Day 3:  Read Luke 17:17-19 

What is saving faith? It is comprised of three things, at least. 

First, we must believe the right things about the true God. The leper believed that 
Jesus was worthy of worship. So he not only cried out for mercy at the beginning but 
also returned in worship at the end of his healing. He believed Jesus was more than a 
magician. He knew that God was present in Jesus to grant salvation. 

Second, saving faith is an assurance that what we believe is true. The leper not only 
acknowledged who Jesus was, he also truly believed in Him. His knowledge didn’t stay 
at the surface level. It affected His worship. 

Third, the leper acknowledged the personal implications of faith in Jesus. He returned 
in worship to Jesus not only because he knew the right things and accepted the truth 
of those ideas but also because he trusted Jesus and relied upon Him. The leper trusted 
that only Jesus could make him well because only Jesus had made him well. 

Saving faith is just that—looking to the whole Christ for your whole need and knowing 
He alone can save. 

How does salvation by faith set Christianity apart from all other religions 
and worldviews?
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Day 4:  Read Luke 17:20-21

God’s kingdom is different than the Pharisees expected. They were looking for a 
military and political revolution. Jesus was a meek and humble king. They wanted 
a strong arm of justice, burying his enemies beneath his feet. Jesus won through 
weakness, dying upon the cross. The kingdom did not come in observable ways. It came 
like leaven in bread, as a good seed planted deep in the ground. It came quietly but 
triumphantly. It wasn’t visible all at once. No one could spot it coming on the horizon. 
But it came truly and powerfully. 

God wins over the long haul. History bends toward His glory. In the end, of all the 
kingdoms of the earth, only God’s will remain strong and sure, filled with those too 
weak for the kingdoms of this world but just perfect for God’s. Those like the leper 
will be there, standing in a glorified body never to contract disease or experience death 
again. He who was cast out in this world was brought into God’s. 

How does knowing God accepts the weak into His kingdom free you to 
live before Him now?

Day 5:  Read Luke 17:22-37

Who would have thought the way God would win would be through rejection 
and suffering? How could the all-holy God above subject Himself to the horrors of 
crucifixion? Nonetheless, God planned to conquer this world through the cross. When 
God came down in Jesus Christ, the mission was set, the path was determined, the Son 
of Man came to die at the hands of His own people.

It should not surprise us that to save our life we must lose it. God’s kingdom is an 
upside-down one where losing is winning, dying is living, and suffering leads to salvation.

It may look today like God’s kingdom is losing, as if no one even knows it’s here. But do 
not fear. The Son of Man is coming again. We don’t know when it will be, but we know 
as sure as Jesus came once that He will also come again. And when He comes, His 
kingdom will reign forever and ever, and that rejection and suffering that was His once 
will be His enemies’ forever. 

How does the fact that Jesus was rejected and suffered help you 
understand the way God’s kingdom is at work in this world?
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Notes

Encourage One Another
Join together with 2-4 people from your group, or with your family, sometime 
during the week to reflect on the session and to share how God is working and 
you are responding.

Share your thoughts and reflections on the truths from Scripture in this session:

•	 Infirmity leads to desperate cries to Jesus for mercy (Luke 17:11-13). 

•	 Healing leads to a grateful heart for what Jesus had done (Luke 17:14-16). 

•	 Faith leads to a greater salvation in Christ (Luke 17:17-19). 

How have you responded to these truths from Scripture?

When have you felt the most desperate for Jesus? 

How is a lack of gratitude also a lack of faith? 
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UNIT 22

SESSION 1
1.	 Philip Graham Ryken, Luke, in Reformed Expository Commentary 
(Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R Publishing, 2009) [Wordsearch].

2.	 Charles H. Spurgeon, “ ‘Where Are the Nine?’ Where?” in The 
Complete Works of C. H. Spurgeon: Volume 51, Sermons 2916 to 2967 
(Delmarva Publications, Inc., 2013) [eBook].

SESSION 2
1.	 Kim Huat Tan, Mark, in New Covenant Commentary (Eugene, OR: 
Cascade Books, 2015) [Wordsearch].

2.	 Ray Ortlund, “Jesus and Faith,” Renewal Ministries, January 27, 2013, 
renewalministries.com/message/jesus-and-faith.

SESSION 3
1.	 Kelyn Soong, “Veteran who lost both legs completes 31 marathons 
in 31 days, runners trailing his every step,” The Washington Post, 
November 12, 2017, www.washingtonpost.com/news/dc-sports-bog/
wp/2017/11/12/veteran-who-lost-both-legs-runs-31-marathons-in-
31-days-in-31-cities-trailed-every-step/?utm_term=.8f45e3e7c805.

2.	 Balthasar Hubmaier, On the Freedom of the Will, quoted in John 1–12, 
ed. Craig S. Farmer, vol. 4 in Reformation Commentary on Scripture: New 
Testament (Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 2014) [Wordsearch].

3.	 Joni Eareckson Tada, Heaven: Your Real Home (Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan, 1995) [eBook].

4.	 Matthew Henry, An Exposition of All the Books of the Old and New 
Testament, vol. 4 (London: W. Baynes, 1806), 526.

SESSION 4
1.	 EnChroma®, “How EnChroma Glasses Work,” October 23, 2019, 
enchroma.com/pages/how-enchroma-glasses-work.

2.	 “John,” in Africa Study Bible (Oasis International LTD, 2016), 1546.

3.	 Augustine, Tractates on the Gospel of John 44.8, quoted in John 
1–10, ed. Joel C. Elowsky, vol.  IVa in Ancient Christian Commentary on 
Scripture: New Testament (Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 2001) [Wordsearch].

4.	 Cyril of Alexandria, Commentary on the Gospel of John 6.1, 
quoted in John 1–10, ed. Joel C. Elowsky, vol. IVa in Ancient Christian 
Commentary on Scripture: New Testament (Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 
2001) [Wordsearch].

UNIT 23

SESSION 1
1.	 Charles Quarles, The Sermon on the Mount, in NAC Studies in Bible & 
Theology (Nashville, TN: B&H, 2011), 333. 

2.	 Martyn Lloyd-Jones, “The Salt of the Earth,” November 30, 2019, 
www.monergism.com/thethreshold/sdg/salt.html.

3.	 Frank Thielman, “Matthew,” in Gospel Transformation Study Bible 
(Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2013), 1275, n. 5:13-16.

SESSION 2
1.	 Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship (New York: 
Touchstone, 1959), 87.

2.	 J. C. Ryle, “What It Costs to Be a True Christian,” December 4, 2019, 
www.the-highway.com/cost_Ryle.html.

SESSION 3
1.	 John Bunyan, “Discourse on Prayer,” in The Works of That Eminent 
Servant of Christ, John Bunyan, vol. 2 (Philadelphia, PA: John Ball, 
1850), 80.

2.	 John Onwuchekwa, Prayer: How Praying Together Shapes the 
Church (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2018), 43.

SESSION 4
1.	 Leo the Great, Sermon 90.4.1, quoted in Luke, ed. Arthur A. Just Jr., 
vol. III in Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: New Testament 
(Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 2001) [Wordsearch].

2.	 Rebecca Faires, “Consider the Ravens,” in She Reads Truth Bible, 
gen. eds. Raechel Myers and Amanda Bible Williams (Nashville, TN: 
B&H, 2017), 1763.

SESSION 5
1.	 Martin Luther, House Postil (1544): Sunday After Easter (1544), 
quoted in John 1–12, ed. Craig S. Farmer, vol. 4 in Reformation 
Commentary on Scripture: New Testament (Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 
2014) [Wordsearch]. 

2.	 C. S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory (New York: HarperOne, 1976), 26.

3.	 John Piper, “My Abandoned Life for Your Abundant Life,” 
Desiring God, August 6, 2011, www.desiringgod.org/messages/my-
abandoned-life-for-your-abundant-life--2.

4.	 See C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity (New York: HarperOne, 2001), 52.

UNIT 24

SESSION 1
1.	 Trillia J. Newbell, Fear and Faith (Chicago, IL: Moody, 2015), 119.

2.	 Tertullian, On Flight During Persecution, quoted in Mark, eds. 
Thomas C. Oden and Christopher A. Hall, vol. II in Ancient Christian 
Commentary on Scripture: New Testament (Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 
1998), 65.

3.	 Philipp Melanchthon, An Ecclesiasticall Exposition upon Saint 
Mathewe 8, quoted in Luke, ed. Beth Kreitzer, vol. 3 in Reformation 
Commentary on Scripture: New Testament (Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 
2015) [Wordsearch].

SESSION 2
1.	 D. A. Carson, The Gospel According to John, in The Pillar New 
Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1991), 270.

2.	 Jen Wilkin, None Like Him (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2016), 134.

3.	 “John,” in Africa Study Bible (Oasis International LTD, 2016), 1538.

4.	 Cyril of Alexandria, Commentary on the Gospel of John 3.4, quoted in 
John 1–10, ed. Joel C. Elowsky, vol. IVa in Ancient Christian Commentary 
on Scripture: New Testament (Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 2006), 211.

5.	 Leon Morris, The Gospel According to John, rev. ed., in The New 
International Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: 
Eerdmans, 1995), 317.

SESSION 3
1.	 John Newton, The Aged Pilgrim’s Triumph over Sin and the Grave, 2nd 
ed. (London: Baker and Fletcher, 1825), 33-34.

2.	 J. I. Packer, Knowing God (Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 1973, reprint 
2018), 32.

SESSION 4
1.	 David Brainerd, in Memoirs of the Rev. David Brainerd (New-Haven: 
S. Converse, 1822), 125.

2.	 C. H. Spurgeon, Morning by Morning (London: Passmore and 
Alabaster, 1866), 137.

Notes
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What’s Next? 
FALL 2020
Volume 9: Jesus the Savior
Jesus and the Kingdom (Gospels)
Jesus the Savior (Gospels)
Jesus the Risen King (Gospels)

SOME OF OUR UPCOMING WRITERS
Eric Geiger
Chris Poblete
Mary Wiley

 
WINTER 2020-21
Volume 10: The Mission Begins
The Holy Spirit Comes (Acts; Epistles)
Fundamentals of the Faith (Acts; Epistles)
New Life in Christ (Acts; Epistles)

Jesus the Servant

Jesus came into the world to save sinners, and part of His mission 
was to demonstrate for the saved what their new kingdom would 
be like. So Jesus healed people of their diseases and frailty. He 
brought people back home; He brought people back to life; and 
He brought people to a saving knowledge of Himself, providing 
the healing from sin that we all so desperately need.

Jesus was a masterful teacher. He taught the truth and nothing but 
the truth. Plus, He completely embodied His teaching and was the 
perfect example of the truth He laid upon the ears of His hearers. 
He called His disciples to count the cost, to obey, to pray, to give, 
and to trust Him. Anyone who has ears to hear should listen.

In addition to healings, Jesus performed miracles that attested 
to the truth of His message and identity and also displayed His 
glory and power over the world that was created by Him, through 
Him, and for Him. Whether over the physical realm or the spiritual 
realm, Jesus is King, and those who come to Him in faith are 
miracles to proclaim His greatness, His goodness, and His gospel.

 Twitter: @Gospel_Project    Facebook: TheGospelProject    Instagram: GospelProject_
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